























KWISE FROM BELOW: Casting for live bait on the Pentecost; the
h Binswani; Rhys McGregor carries oul repairs to the tailgate of the station truck. His partner Amanda Thorpe also works on Home Valley as the nanny.

and the nuggetty Kiwi has been in on the development of the
training program from its early days. At first he was living in a
tent and conducting his lectures in a tin shed. It's a far cry from
the modern air-conditioned lecture room used now.

“The first students were all indigenous tourism trainees but we
realised that there is only so much work in tourism, and so we sat
down to expand the program to include hospitality, horticulture
and rural operations,” Craig says. “For me the rewards lie with the
outcomes — when the trainees go on to get full-time work. And it’s
not just formal training. You're out and you're living with these guys
and so you have a mentoring role as well. Seeing them develop skills
and watching their confidence come out — that’s rewarding.”

Clive Moreton is a Kununurra local undertaking a

Home Valley Station brand; lecturer Ginny Bolger with trainees Regina Sebastian and

maintenance traineeship on Home Valley. He found out about
the opportunity through a local employment service and started
his course last July. “I like the variety — the classroom work and
then getting to help around Home Valley with the horticulture
and all that,” he says. “I got to do my first sunset tour with
tourists last weekend. It’s good to learn things. Every day things
come up and you need to learn and get to meet new people.”
“It’s good to be looked at as role models,” Clive says. “That’s a
good feeling — to be looked up to like that. We get approached
all the time in town; people who know we're working on Home
Valley asking us what it’s like and how they can do the same
thing. We're getting a chance that other young people don't get and
it gives us the chance to help them the way we got helped.” ="






